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COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA

STATE CORPORATION COMMISSION

AT R CHVOND, MARCH 24, 2003

APPLI CATI ON OF

LEVEL 3 COVMUNI CATI ONS, LLC CASE NO. PST-2002-00043

Application for review and correction
of suppl enmental assessnent of the

val ue of property subject to

| ocal taxation-Tax Year 2002

ORDER FOR NOTI CE AND HEARI NG

On Decenber 6, 2002, Level 3 Commrunications, LLC (“Level 3”7
or "Conpany")?, filed with the State Corporation Conmi ssion
("Commi ssion") its Petition for Review and Correction
(hereinafter "Application"). As explained in the Application,
at 2, the Comm ssion assessed the val ue of the Conpany’s
property by Suppl enental Assessnent Order of Novenber 12, 2002,
in Matter No. PST-2003-00042-6639, In re Level 3 Conmunications,
LLC (Application Exhibit D). The Conpany now seeks review and
correction of the Conmm ssion's Suppl enental Assessnent Order.
Level 3 included a verification of its Application by affidavit.

On March 3, 2003, the Conpany noved for |eave to substitute

the nane of the limted liability conpany for the corporation.

1 The Application was filed by Level 3 Conmunications, Inc. By Mdtion for
Leave to Anend Petition for Review and Correction filed March 3, 2003, |eave
was requested to anmend the Application to identify the applicant as Level 3
Conmuni cati ons, LLC.


http://www.state.va.us/scc/contact#General.htm

Application Exhibits A, B, C, and D show the nane of Level 3
Communi cations, LLC, which is the taxpayer. It does not appear
that any person interested in this matter woul d be di sadvant aged
by the substitution. Accordingly, the Comm ssion grants the
motion. We will consider the Application as filed by Level 3
Communi cati ons, LLC

As required by 8§ 58.1-2670 of the Code of Virginia, any
aggri eved taxpayer nust apply for review and correction of an
assessnment of value within 90 days of receipt. The Conm ssion
finds that Level 3 nade tinely application for review and
correction of the Supplenental Assessnment Order of Novenber 12,
2002. W also find that the Conpany's Application identifies
Wi th reasonable certainty the items for which it seeks
correction and includes verification. The Conm ssion w ||
review the assessnents of the classes of property listed in the
Suppl emrent al Assessnent Order of Novenber 12, 2002. The
Commi ssion finds that this application should be docketed and
that Level 3 should give notice to affected localities. W wll
al so establish a schedule for hearing before a hearing exam ner.

Accordingly, IT IS ORDERED that:

(1) As provided by 88 58.1-2670 to —-2671 and rel ated
provi sions of the Code of Virginia, the Conpany's application
for review and correction of the Comm ssion’s Suppl enenta

Assessnment Order of Novenber 12, 2002, in Matter No. PST-2003-



00042-6639, In re Level 3 Conmunications, LLC, be docketed as
Case No. PST-2002-00043 and all associ ated papers be filed
t herei n.

(2) The Conpany’s Mdtion for Leave to Anend Petition for
Revi ew and Correction filed March 3, 2003, be granted.

(3) A public hearing be held beginning at 10:00 a. m,

Oct ober 21, 2003, in the Comm ssion's Courtroom Second Fl oor,
Tyl er Buil ding, 1300 East Main Street, Richnond, Virginia, to
recei ve evidence on the application for review and correction.

(4) As provided by 8§ 12.1-31 of the Code of Virginia and
t he Conmmi ssion's Rules of Practice and Procedure ("Rules of
Practice"), 5 VAC 5-20-120, Procedure before hearing exam ners,
a hearing exam ner be appointed to conduct all further
proceedings in this matter on behalf of the Conmi ssion and to
file a final report.

(5) On or before April 25, 2003, any person who expects to
participate as a respondent in this proceeding, including any
locality, shall file with the Cerk, State Corporation
Comm ssi on, c/o Docunment Control Center, P.O Box 2118,

Ri chnond, Virginia 23218-2118, an original and fifteen (15)
copies of a notice of participation as a respondent, as required
by the Rules of Practice, 5 VAC 5-20-80 B, Participation as a
respondent. A copy shall sinultaneously be served on counsel to

t he Conpany, Gary Edwards, Esquire, Baker, Donel son, Bearman &



Cal dwel |, P.O Box 3038, Johnson City, Tennessee 37602; Janes W
McBride, Esquire, Baker, Donel son, Bearman & Cal dwel |, 555

El eventh Street, N.W, 6" Floor Wshington, D.C. 20004; and on
Conmi ssion Staff counsel assigned to the matter, Wayne N. Smith,
O fice of General Counsel, State Corporation Comm ssion, P.O
Box 1197, Richnond, Virginia 23218-1197. The notice of
participation shall be filed and served as required by the Rules
of Practice, 5 VAC 5-20-140, Filing and service, and 5 VAC 5- 20-
150, Copies and format. Any organi zation, corporation, or
governnment entity participating as a respondent nust be
represented by counsel as required by the Rules of Practice,

5 VAC 5-20-30, Counsel

(6) Wthin five (5) business days of receipt of a notice
of participation as a respondent, the Conpany shall serve upon
each respondent a copy of this Order and a copy of the
Application, unless these material s have al ready been provi ded
to the respondent.

(7) On or before May 9, 2003, the Conpany shall file with
the Cerk an original and fifteen (15) copies of all testinony
and exhibits by which it expects to establish its case and shal
serve a copy of the testinony and exhibits on all other parties.

(8) On or before June 20, 2003, each respondent nmay file
with the Cerk an original and fifteen (15) copies of the

testimony and exhibits by which it expects to establish its case



and shall serve a copy of the testinony and exhibits on counse
to the Conpany and on all other parties. Respondents shal
conply with the Rules of Practice, 5 VAC 5-20-140, Filing and
service, 5 VAC 5-20-150, Copies and format, and 5 VAC 5-20- 240,
Prepared testinony and exhibits.

(9) The Comm ssion Staff shall investigate the Conpany's
application. On or before Septenber 22, 2003, the Staff shal
file with the Clerk the testinony and exhibits that it intends
to present at the hearing, and the Cerk shall serve a copy on
counsel to the Conpany and on all other parties.

(10) On or before Cctober 3, 2003, the Conmpany may file
with the Cerk an original and fifteen (15) copies of al
testinmony it expects to offer in rebuttal to all direct
testi mony and exhibits of Commi ssion Staff and respondents and
shal |l serve a copy on all other parties. Additional rebuttal
evidence may be presented in response to evidence, which was not
filed but elicited at the hearing and, provided further, the
need for additional rebuttal evidence be tinely addressed by
noti on during the hearing.

(11) The Rules of Practice, 5 VAC 5-20-260, Interrogatories
to parties or requests for production of docunents and things,
shall be nodified for this proceeding as follows: (i) answers
and objections shall be served fourteen (14) days after receipt

of interrogatories, counting weekends and holidays; (ii) notions



on the validity of any objections raised shall be filed within
four (4) business days of receipt of the objection; and (iii)
answers, objections, and notions on the validity of objections
shall be served by 3:00 p.m on the date due, unless the Staff
or party upon whom service nust be nade agrees in advance to
ot her arrangenents. Except as so nodified, discovery shall be
in accordance with the Rules of Practice.

(12) On or before April 4, 2003, the Conpany shall serve,
as provided by §8 8.01-300 of the Code of Virginia, a copy of
this Order and a copy of its Application on the appropriate
of ficial of each county, city, or town listed in the
Commi ssi on’ s Suppl enental Assessnment Order of Novenmber 12, 2002,
in Matter No. PST-2003-00042-6639, In re Level 3 Conmunications,
LLC

(13) On or before April 4, 2003, the Conpany shall mail by
first-class mail, postage paid, or deliver a copy of this Oder
and a copy of its Application to the comm ssioner of the
revenue, or equivalent official, of each county, city, or town
listed in the Conm ssion’s Suppl enental Assessnment O der of
Novenber 12, 2003, in Matter No. PST-2003-00042-6639, In re
Level 3 Communications, LLC.

(14) On or before April 30, 2003, the Conpany shall file
with the Cerk an original and fifteen (15) copies of proof of

the service required by ordering paragraph (11) and a



certificate of mailing or delivery, which shall include the nane
and address of the official, of the notice required by ordering

paragraph (12).



